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| 45 15 beter foal fn 3 Fs go and tell him his n - 


between thee and him alone e 7 he ewill hear 96h thou * f | L 


Lained thy brother. 


But i he will not hear, tale J that | 


by the mouth of tao or three oy every « Ia "A * 
ahl bed. 
And if he will not 4 FLY tell it to . FR”. but if he 


will not hear the church, let him be to tie as a Heathen bs 


Mean and a . | 


PEAK _ of no men, Lys the great Audi; as 
plain a cemmand as, Thou Halt do no murder. But 
ho even among Chriſtians regards this command ? * 


Yea, how few are there that ſo much as underſtand it? 


What is evi. ſpeaking? It is not (as ſome ſuppoſe) the 


ne with lying or flandering. All a man ſays, may 
be true as the Bible; and yet the ſaying of it is evil- 
pPeabing. For evil-ſpeaking is neither more nor leſs, 
than ſpeaking evil of an abſent perſon : relating ſome- 
thing evil which was really done or ſaid, by one that is 


not preſent when it is related. Suppoſe, having ſeen - 1 


A man drunk or heard him curſe or ſwear, I tell this 
when he is abſent, it is evil-ſpeaking. In our language 
this is alſo by an extremely proper name eur, 

eing. Nor is there any material difference between 


This, and what we uſually ſtile tale-bearing. If the tale We 
be delivered in a ſoft and quiet manner, {perhaps with 


| expreſſions of good-will to the pep and of hope, 
that things may not be quite ſo bad) then we call it 
But in whatever manner it be done; the 
Thing 3 is. the. ſame 3 the ſame in ſubſtance; if not in cir- 


- camſtance.- Still it is evil-ſpeaking ; fill this command, 


| Speak evil of no man, is trampled under foot, if we relay 
40 another the fault of a third 1 1 — he is 
1 to __— for. diene 


back. 


2. And how extremely common is this Gin, among 
all orders and degrees of men? How de high and lo 


. almoſt the whole of mankind. is, as it were; in a-cons! 


_ imitation of. it. Beſides. it- is recommended fron 
Within as well as from. without.- There is ſcaree A 


others; -whereof we think ourſelves not te be guilty. 
Anger, reſentment, and all unkind tempers are indulged, 
by ſpeaking againſt thoſe with whom we are diſpleaed 


bours, men indulge their own fooltſh and hurtful d 
- 4 Evil-ſpeaking is the more difficult to be avoided, | 


commit lin, from mere hatred of fin! We'ſerve the deri 


Paſſions (as one ſpeaks) all juſtify themſelves,” 
= fin upon us, under the veil of ho 5 
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rich and poor, wiſe and fooliſh, learned and unlearned 
run into it continually ? Perſons. who differ from» eacli 


_ ether in all things elſe, nevertheleſs agree in this. Ho 
few are there that can teſtify before God, „ am cles 


in this matter: I. have always ſet a watch before my 
mouth, and kept the door of my lips? What conveg 


ſation do you hear, of-any conſiderable length, whereof 


evil-ſpeaking is not one ingredient ? And that, even! 
among perfons, who in the generalł have the fear of 


God before their eyes, and do really defire- to have a 

| conſcience void of offence towards God and towards man 
3 And the very eommonneſs of this ſin, makes it 
difficult to be avoided. As we are incompaſſed with it 
on every fide, ſo if we are not deeply ſenſible of the dans 
ger, and continually guarding againſt it, we are liable 


to be carried away by the torrent. In this inſtance, 


ſpiracꝝ againſt us. And their example ſteals upon us 
we know not how; ſo that we. inſenſibly ſlide into the 


"pO temper in the mind of man, hich may not be* 
oecaſionally gratified by it, and conſequently incline us* 
to it. It gratifies our pride, to relate thoſe faults of? 


1 
n 


And in many cafes, by reciting the ſins of their neg. 
"2 


becauſe it frequently attacks us in diſguiſe. We ſpeak 
thus, out of a noble, generous (it is well if we do not 1 
ſay, holy} indignation againſt theſe vile creatures 1 We: 


out of pure zeal for-God ! It is merely in order to puniſn 


the wicked, that we run into this wickedneſs. 8o dd 1 


* 


8. But is there no way to avoid the ſnare? Une 
zonably there is. Our bleſſed Lord has Marked ont a 
am way for his followers, in the words: above-recited. 


In who warily and ſteadily walk in this Path, will. 


tee and bim alone. Indeed great care is to be taken, 


—— — 
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ever fall into evil-ſpeaking. bei rule in either ar in- 
fallible preventative, or a certain cure of it. In the 
8 verſes our Lord hath ſaid, Woe io the world 
_ of offences, Unſpeakable miſery will ariſe in the 
from this baleful fountain. '/Oftnces are, all 
thmgs whereby any one is turned out of, or hindered 
in, the ways of God.) For it muſt be that offences come. 
Such is the nature of things : ſuch the weakneſs, folly, 
and” wickedneſs of mankind. But oe to that man, mi- 
chat man, by whom the offence cometh, Wherefore ei 
wands thy foot, thine eye cauſe thee' to offend —If the 
oyment, the moſt beloved and uſeful per- 
roma thee out of, or hinder thee in the way, Pluck it 
out, cut them off, ad cof them from thee. * But how can we 
avoid giving offence to ſome, and being offerided at 
others? Eſpecially ſuppoſe they are quite in the wrong, 
And we ſee it with gur eyes? Our Lord here teaches - 
us how; he lays down a ſure method of avoiding off. 

fences and evil-ſpeaking together. F thy brother ba- Mü — | * 
Faganſt thee, go and tell him his fault, between tber and him 
| alone: if be will hear thee, thou haſt' gained thy brother.” But 
F rf be will not hear thee, tuks evith thee one or too" 'more, 
ba by the mouth of two or three witneſſes every word may be . 
| effabliſbed. And if he will not hear them, tell it to the church > 
| hut be ill not hear the church, let him be to thee ar a Heathen 
Man and a Publican. es 6 he. Mop Nh | 
I. 1. Firſt F thy brot n ; 

Bim his fault 33 thee 'and him * e 5 literal 
| way of following this firſt rule where it is praQtcable, .. |. 
is the beſt. ' Therefore if thou ſeeſt wick thine -own _ | 
eyes, a brother, a fellow. chriſtian commit undeniable | | 
fin, or heareſt it with thine own ears, ſo that it is im- 
poſſible for thee to doubt the fact, then thy part is 
plain: take the very firſt opportunity of going to him: 
and if thou canſt have acceſs, tell him of Fo fa fault betaueen 


chat this is done in a right ſpirit, and in a Tight manier. 
The ſucceſs of a reproof greatly depends on the ſpirit | 
wherein it is given. Be not therefore wanting in earneſt 
| prayer to God, that it may be givem in a lowly ſpirits 
| with a deep, Piercing conviction, that it is God alone 
| who maketh_ thee to differ, and that if any good 
done by what is now ſpoken, God doth it himſg 
Fray, that he would guard thy heart, enlighten 


5 


5 mind, and direct thy tongue to ſuch vis as he may | 
 _ pleaſe to bleſs. See that Sion ſpeak it in a meek as 
well as a lowly — for the wrath of man worketh not 


the righteouſneſs 0 If he be overtaten in a fault, he 
can no ot e be 2 than in the ſpirit - of meebneſs. 
If he oppoſes the rich he cannot be brought 10 the Fnows 


„ ledge 9 but by gentlene/s. Still ſpeak in a ſpirit o 
; 4 3 — love which many waters cannot quench. If love 1s 
1 


not conquered, e gofya all a v who can tell the 
0 of love ? i ht 


* Wye 
* * 
2 


II TSS. 1 e eee e 3 
Il be ſtone to fleſh convert; 
„ er 0 melt, and pierce and break 

VC An adamantine heart. | 


5 10 wen your lore towards kim, and you will 
[8 r coals of fire upon his heal. 
1. 2. But fee that the manner alſo wherein you ſpeaks 
de according = the goſpel of — Avoid eveny 


every: thing ma erial „ that 
looks —— or aſſuming. Beware of ing moſt 
diſtant . approach to diſdain, overbearing, or : contempt! 
With equal care avoid all appearance of anger, and 
though you uſe * plainneſs of ſpeech, yet let there 
be no reproach, no railing accuſation, no token of a 
warmth, but that of love. Above, all, let there bene 
ſhadow of hate or ill will, no bitterneſs or ſourneſs of} 
expreſſion; but uſe the air and language of ſweetnels 
as well as gentleneſs, that all may appear to fo from 
love in the heart. And yet this ſweetneſs need not 
kinder your ſpeaking in the moſt ſerious and 'folemn 
manner: as far as may be, in the very words of the 
oracles of God, (for there are none like them) and as 
under the eye of him who 1 is coming to judge the | 
5 quckand the dead. ELD | 
| 3. If you have not an opportunity of ſpeaking to bim | 
in eat or cannot have acceſs, you may do it by a 
b th by à common friend, in whoſe 'pradenices 

as uprightneſs, you can thoroughly: confide. 
ach a perſon, ſpeaking in your name, and in the 
irit r anal manner ah" deſeribed K be the 


8 - „„ — 


. 
Fame 1 15 5 in a good 1 ſupply your lack of 
ervice.: Only beware you do not gn the want of op- 

portunity, in order to ſhun the croſs; neither take it 
zor granted, that you cannot have accels- without ever 

Waking the trial. Whenever you can ſpeak in your „ 
on perſon, it is ſar better. But you ſhould rather do 1 
„ ele eee. 7 | 


2 e What if you. can aides ſpeak: yourſalk, non 
7 ſuch a meſſenger as you can confide in? If this be 
really the caſe, it then only remains, to write. And — 
Wthere may be fome circumſtances, which make this the 18 
moſt adviſeable way of ſpeaking. One of theſe circum- 0 þ 
ances is, when the perſon with whom we have to do, 8 
2s of ſo warm and impetnous a temper, as does not 
eaſily bear reproof, eſpecially from an equal or infe- SDS; 
[Fior, ' But it may be fo introduced and ſoftened in 1 | 
Writing, as to make it far more \tolerable. Beſides 15 
many will read the very ſame words, which they could +» 
mot bear to hear. It. does not give ſo violent à ſhock ; 
to their pride, nor fo ſenſibly touch their honour; And 
fuppoſc! it makes a little impreſſion at firſt, they will 
Perhaps give it a ſecond reading, and upon farther con- | 
Efideration, lay ir to heart, what before they: diſregarded. * 
you add your name, this is nearly the fame thing, 1 
[as Soing to him and ſpeaking in perſon. And this 
Should” always be done, unleſs: it de rendered i improper 2 „ 
by ſome very particular reaſon * 
5. It ſhould be well obſerved; not only that wis is 1 ; (. 
ep which our Lord abſolutely commands us to takes ff 
but chat he commands ns to take this ſtep firſt; before 
we attempt any other. No alternative: 2 allowed nao 
choice of any ching eMe's this is the way z walk thou in 
it. It is true, be enſoins us, if need require, to take 
two other ſteps. But they are to be talen ſucceſſively 
E ſtep; and neither of them beſbrs it. Much lefs 
Ware we to take any other ſtep; either before, or! beſide 
this. To do any thing elle, or not 1 do this, i is there»? 
Pee inexcuſable sT HOY 13 of 
1 6 not chink to de yourſelf: 760 0 dani 
ö * different ſtep, by ſaying, Why, I. did not 
peak to any one; till I was fo burden that dein; 5 
refrain! Von were burdened! It was no wonder. 
ala; unleſs your eenſoionce* was feared;: Vor yoſ 


were under the guilt of ſin, of diſobeying a plain com 
i mandment of God. Yow: ought immediately to have 
og gone and: wid your brother. of bis fault between you and him 
'  elone.; If you did not, how ſhould you be other than 
7 8 burdened- (unleſs your heart was utterly hardened} 
7 whale: you was trampling the command of God under 
8 | foot, and hating your brother in your heart? And what 3 
4 way have you found to unbunden yourſelf? God reproves 


you for a. ſin. of omiſſion, for not telling your brother 
of His fault; and you comfort yourſelf under his Tres 
proof, by a ſin of commiſſion, by telling your brother's 
fault to another perſon! Eaſe bought by fin is a dear 
31: _ purchaſe; I truſt in God you will have no eaſe, bug 
" | © will be burdened ſo much the more till you go. % your 
. | - Grother, and tell bim, and no;onecelſe; #4 3 
7. 1 know: but of one exception to this rule. There 
e may bea peculiar caſe, wherein it is neceſſary to ag, 
51 cuſe the guilty though abſent, in order to preſerve the 
imocent. For inſtance: yeu are acquamted with the 
deſign Which a man has againſt the property or life of 
his neighbour. Now the caſe may be ſo cireumſtanced 
that there is no other way of hinderirig that deſign from 
. taking effect, but the making it known without delays 
. : tochim:againkt whom it is laid. In this caſe'therefore 
1 this rule is ſet afidey as is that of the apoſtle, Su eve 
f 1 mand andꝭ it. is la wful, yea it is our hounden duty 
to ſpeak evil of an abſent perſon, in order to prevent 
kis doing evil, to others aud liimfelf at the ſame. time 
But remember mean while, that all evil-ſpeaking is, in 
its on nature deadly poiſon. Therefore if you arte 
* ſometimes conſtrained: to uſe it as a medicine, yet ule it 
with fear and trembling: ee is fo: dangerous 2 
'T  mediine} that nothing but abſolute neceſſity can excuſe 
* your uſing it at all. Accordingly uſe it as ſeldom (ag 
pioſſible ; never but when there is ſuch à neceſſity: and 
even then uſe as little of it as poſſible; only ſo much 
as is neceſſary fiir the end propoſed. At all other 
times, go and tell him of hit fault betæveen thee und bim alone. 
IE. I. But what he cuil not hut If he repay: evil | 
N If the bei enraged rather than coninded | 
What if he hear to no purpoſe, and go on ſtill an mh 
evill of his way We muſt expe this will frequently 
theucaſe j the mildeſt and temdereſt reprouf will habe 
eſtect, but the blleſſing we: wiſhed for-anothers will 
13 22 acl x CES 
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return into our own boſom. And what are we to do 
then? Our Lord has given us a clear and full 'direc- 
tion. Then take with thee one or two more? this is the 
ſecond ſtep. Take one or two whom you know to be 
of a loving ſpirit,” lovers of God and. of their neigh- 
bour. See likewiſe that they be of a lowly ſpirit, and 
clothed with humility. Let * alſo be ſuch as are meek 
and gentle, patient and long - ſuffering: not apt to refwre 
vil for evil, or railing for railing, but contruricuiſe ble 
Let them be men of underſtanding, ſuch as are 2 
with wiſdom from above! and men unbiaſſed, free from 
prejudice of any kind. Care ſhould likewiſe be taken, 
that both the perſons and their characters be well known 1 | + 
to him. And let thoſe that are acceptable to, him be 8 
choſen, preferable to any others. : 5 
2. Love will dictate the manner wherein they ſhould 
proceed, according to the nature of the caſe. Nor can 
jany one particular manner be preſcribed for all caſes. 
But perhaps in general one might adviſe, before they 5 
enter ONT hots itſelf, let them mildly and * * TY 
nonately declare, Thar they have no anger or preju 
toward him, and that it is merely from a principle of 
0 — that they now come, or at all concern them- 
felves with his affairs. To make this the more appa - 
vent, they might then calmly attend to your repetition 
got your former converſation with him, and to what he 
id in his own defence, before they attempted to de- 
termine any thing. And after this they would be bet- 
ber able to judge, in what manner to proceed, that by 
e mouth of two or three witneſſes every word might be ef- 
ed that whatever you have ſaid, may have its full 
| * by the additional weight of their authority. 
3. In order to this, may they not, 1. Briefly repeat 
bat you ſpoke, and what he anſwered? 2. Enlarge 
upon, open and confirm the 3 _—_ vou 2 
gien? 3. Give h ht to your reproof, e 
Luſt, how kind, and how ſeaſonable it — and aftly, 
E Enforce the advices and perſuaſions which you had 
annert to it? And theſe may likewiſe e if © 
need ſhould en dear witneſs : of ©} what | was. 
| ſpoken. 4 13 
! 4. With tend 50 this: 2s e 3 the preceding 
* wlc we may obſerve, that our Lord gives us 
0 — leaves us no We e but expreſsly con 
Mang 
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mands us, To do this, and nothing elſe in the place 
of it. He likewiſe directs us, When to do this? 
Neither ſooner, nor later. Namely; after we have 
taken the firſt, and before we have taken the thin 
ſtepl It, is then only that we are authorized te 
relate the evit another has done, to thoſe: whom wer 
dẽſire to bear a part with us, in this great inſtance 
of brotherly love. But let us have a care, how we 
relate it to any other perſon, till both of theſe ſteps 
have been taken. If we neglect to take theſe, or if 
we take any others, what wonder if we are burdened 
ſtill ? For we are ſinners againſt God and againſt our 
neighbour. And how fairly ſoever we may colour it: 
yet if we have any om ie eee find us-outy 
bring a burden upon our ſoul. 

III. 1. That we may be thoroughly infra] in 
his weighty affair, our Lord has given us à ſtill. far 
ther direction. I be vill not hrur them, then, and ' not 
till then, tell it to the church. This is the third ſteps 
the queſtion is, How this word; the church, is here! 
underſtood? But the very nature of the thing 
will determine this beyond all reaſonable doubt. You! 
cannot tell. it to the national church, the whole body 
men termed the Cburch of England. Neither would it 
anſwer. any: chriftian end, if you could: this therefore} 
is not the meaning of the word. Neither can you! 
tell it to the whole body of people in England wir 
whom you have a more immediate connexion-⸗ N 
indeed would this anſwer any good end: the word 
therefore is not to be underſtood thus. It would u 
anſwer. any valuable end; to tell the faults of even 
particular member to th church (if you would ſo term 
it) the congregation or /ociety united together in Lomaas 
It remains that you tell to the elder or elders of the} 
church, to thoſe who are overſeers of that flock":off 
Chriſt, to which you both belong, who «watch "over 
Vour's and his ſoul, ar they that ninſt give account. + Ame | 
this ſhould be done, if it conveniently can; in the. pre- 
ſence of che perſon concerned, and though plainly; v 
with all the tenderneſs and love, which the nature off 
the thing will admit. It properly belongs to their 
office, to determine concerning the behaviour of thoſe} 
nder their care, and to rebuke according to the demerit 
df - the offence: 2oith all. authority; + e 3 yolk 
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have done this, you Have done all which the word of 
God, or the law of love requireth of you. You are 
not now partaker of. his ſin, but iff be periſn, his blood 
/ ² A ho ET HT HG 
2. Here alſo: let it be obſerved, that this, and no 1 
other, is the third: ſtep which we are to take: and that Fo 
we are to-take it in its order, after the other two; not * Ig 
[before the. ſecond, much leſt the firſt: ; unleſs in ſome 
very particular circumſtance.. Indeed in one caſe, the 
ſecond ſtep; may coincide with this: they may be in a 
manner, one and the ſame.. The elder or elders of the 
church, may be ſo connected with the — brother, 
[that they may ſet aſide the neoeſſity, and ſupply the ' F- 
Place of. the ane or two witneſſes. So that it may fufkee * F * 
to tell it them, after yow. have told it to your brother, | 
een you and bim alune vie * 

3. When you have done this, you have delivered your 

town ſoul. F be will not hear the church, if he perſiſt in 23 
this fin, let him be te-thee as a Heathen Man and a Publican. 4 
Vou are under no obligation to think of him any moxe; 

monly when you commend him to God in prayer. You 

Need not ſpeak of him any more, but leave him to his 

n Maſter. . Indeed you ſtill owe to. him, as to: all 

other: Heathens, earneſt, tender good-will. You: owe 

him courteſy, and as occaſion. offers, all the offices of 
humanity... But have no: friendſhip, no familiarity 

ich hin»; no other intercourſe than with an open 
ben %%% Tt 7 Int 

„But if this be the rule by which Chriſtians walk, 

hieb is che land where the Chriſtians live? A:few:you _ 

may pothbly find ſcattered up and down, who make a 
tonicience of obſerving it. But how very: few? How 
Fthialy ſcattered upon the face of the earth? And where 
is there any body of men that univerſally walk thereby? 
an we: find them in Europe? Or to go no farther, in 
ra Bruain or Ireland ? I fear: not: F fear we may 
arch theſe: kingdoms throughout, and yet ſearch in 
Vain. Alas for:the Chriſtian, world! Alas for Proteſ . 
rants, for reformed: Chriſtians ! O 20 will riſe up with © 
wme againſt the-wicked ? Who will take God's part againſt the 
wenkipeakers? Art thou the man; by the grace of God 
don be one, who art not carried away by the tor- 
rent Art thou fully determined, God being thy helper 
em this very hour, to ſet a watch, a:continual wart 


| 


— 


Jeſore thy-mouth, and keep the door of thy Tip: '? From this 
hour wilt chou walk by this rule, ing evil of no mas 
If thou ſeeſt thy brother do evil, wilt thou tell him of his 
 Þ +. Fault beteoech thee and bim alone? Afterwards take one of 
þ 7200 witneſſes, and then only tell dt to the church ? If this 
L be the full purpoſe. of thy heart, then learn one leg 
well. Hear evil of no man: if there were no hearers, 
there would be no ſpeakers of evil. And is not (62 

_ cording to the vulgar proverb) the receiver as bad as 
ttzhe thief ? If then any begin to ſpeak evil in thy hears 
ing, check him immediately. Refuſe to hear the voice 

of the charmer, charm he never ſo ſweetly ; let him uſe 
ever ſo ſoft a manner, fo mild an accent, ever ſo many 
pProfeſſions of good-will, for him:whom he is ſtabbing 
in the dark, whom he ſmiteth under the fifth rib. 
ſolutely refuſe to hear, though the whiſperer complamy 
of being'burdened till he ſpeak. Burdened: thou fool?! 
Aoſt thou #ravail with thy. curſed ſecret, as a woman tra 
FF—_  *manicth zoith child? Go then and be delivered of thy buy 
deen, in the way the Lord hath ordained. Firſt, 
S and tell thy brother of his fault between thee and him alone; 
Next, Tale with thee one or two common friends, and'te 
him in their preſence. If neither of theſe Reps take 
effect, then iell it to the church. But at the peril of th 
ſoul, tell it to no one elſe, either before or after. Us 
Lleſs in that one exempt caſe, when it is abſolutely needs 
Ful, to preſerve the innocent. Why ſhouldſt thou bu, 
den another as well as thyſelf, by making him partake 


5. O thar all you who bear- the: reproach of C 
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thus followed peace 2vith_all-mer How would the Io 
God abound 1 own ſouls, while we thus o 


pur laws dur brethren And vhat an ol 
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ave done this, you Have done al which the word of 
God, or the law of love requireth of you. You are 
not now partaker of. in but is he periſh his blood | 
is on his own head. 
2. Here alſo: let it be: aborted, that his, den 
other, is the third: ſtep which:we are to take: and that 
e are to-take it in its order, after the other two; not 
[before the. ſecond, much lefs. the firſt: ; unleſs in ſome 
very particular circumſtance.. Indeed in one caſe,. the 
cond ſtep: may coincide with this: they may be in a 
manner, one and the ſame.. The elder or elders of the 
ehurch, may be ſo connected with the offending brother, 
[that they may ſet aſide the neoeſſity, and ſupply the 
[place of. the one or teu witneſſes. So that it may ſuffice 
to tell it them, after yow. have- We it to your brother, 
| beteveen you and him alone. 
3. When you bave done this, you . delivered-your 
town ſoul. F be. vill not hear the church, if he perſiſt in 
this fin, et him. be te-thee as a Heathen Afi cad a Publican; 
[You are under no obligation to think. of: him any moxe; 
paly when you commend him to God in prayer. You 
need not ſpeak of him any more, but leave him to his 
own Maſter. . Indeed you ſtill owe to: him, as to all 
ether: Heathens, earneſt, tender good-will:. You: owe 
bim; eourteſy, and as i ars offers, all the offices of 
humanity. But have no friendſhip, no familiarity 
With binn z, no other intercourſe. than wich an open 4 
Heathen... Oh; 
4. een d which Chriſtians walk; 5 

which i is the land where the Chriſtians live ? A:few:you _ 

may polibly fndiſcattered up and down, who make a 
Sonſcience of obſerving it. how very: few? How 15 
Fihialy ſcattered upon the face of the earth? And where * 
is there any body of men that univerſally walk thereby? | 
an we: find them in Europe? Or to go no farther, in | 
EGreat Britain or Ireland? I fear: not: F fear: we may 
earch: theſe: kingdoms throughont,. and yet ſearch in 
vain, Alas for the Chriſtian, world 1 for Proteſ- 
Frants,. for reformed: Chriſtians 1 O who will. riſe up with © 
me againſt-the-ewicked ? Who will take God's part againſt the 
bevil-ſpeakers? Art thou the man ; by the grace of God 
chou be one, who art not carried away by the tor- 
(Ten! Art thou fully determined, God being thy helper 
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hour wilt thou walk by this rule, heli evil of no mu 


ing, check him immediate 
0 


pProfeſſions of good - will, for him whom he is ſtabbing 


Aoſt thou wravail with thy. curſed ſecret, as a woman tra 
_ **anleth vith child? Go then. and be delivered of thy bur 


Next, Take with thee one or two common friends, and te 


_ Teſs in that one exempt caſe, when it is abſolutely need? 
-- Ful, to preſerve the innocent. Why ſhouldſt thou bu 
den another as well as thyſelf, by making him partake 


mouth. See that you /peat evil of no man: of the ab 


whether ye will or no, let this be the diſtinguiſhing 
mark of a Methodiſt, He cenſures no man behind 
his back: by this fruit ye may know him.” Whats 


If thou ſeeſt thy brother do evil, wilt thou tell him of his 


| fault betqueen thee and him alone? Afterwards tale one or 


t2v0 -witnefſes, and then only tell it to the church? If this 
be the full purpoſe. of thy -heart, then learn. one leg 


well. Hear evil of no man: if there were no hearers, 


there would be no «peakers of evil. And is not (ae 


 _ cording to the vulgar proverb) the receiver as bad as 


the thief ? If then any begin to ſpeak evil in thy hears 
y. Refuſe to hear the voice 

the charmer, charm he never ſo ſweetly; let him uſe 
ever ſo ſoft a manner, fo mild an accent, ever ſo many 


in the dark, whom he ſmiteth under the fifth rib. | N 
ſolutely refuſe to hear, though the whiſperer complain 
of being'burdened till he ſpeak. Burdened: thou fool! 


den, in the way the Lord hath ordained. Firſt, G 
aud tell thy brother of his fault betaueen thee and him along 


him in their preſence. If neither of theſe ſteps take 
effect, then tell it to the church. But at the peril of th 
foul], tell it to no one elſe, either before or after. Us 


of thy ſin? 3 5 

5. O that all you who bear- the- reproach of CH 
who are in deriſion called Methodiſts, would ſet an ex 
ample to the Chriſtian- world, ſo called, at leaſt in th 
one inſtance! Put ye away evil-ſpeaking, tale- bearing 
whiſpering: let none of them proceed out of you 


ſent nothing but good. If ye muſt be diſtinguiſhed} 
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bleſſed effect of ſelf-denial ſnould we quickly feel in ou 
hearts? How would our peace flaw'@s a river, when we 
thus followed peace avith all; How would the love 
God abound ig our own ſouls, while we thus confirmes 
pur love: dur brethren And what an effect would 
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it — on all chat were e united 3 in the name of | 
the Lord Jeſus ? How would brotherly love / conti- 
nually inCreaſe, when this grand hinderance of it was 
removed? All the members of Chriſt's. myſtical may 
would then naturally care for each other? I one member 
fuffered,- all would fuffer with it: and every one would *© 
love: His brother with a pure heart fervently. - Nor is this 
all: but what an effect might this have, even on the 
wild, unthinking world? How ſoon. would they deſery 
in us, What they could not find; among all the thop- . 
Aands of their brethren, and cry (as Julian the apoſtate 
to his Heathen courtiers) “ See how theſe chriſtians 
ove one another!“ By / this chiefly would God con- 
Vince the world, and prepare them alſo for his king- 
dam: as we may eaſily learn from thoſe remarkab 
words in our Lord's laſt, ſolemn Prayer. 1 pray for 
then. who. will believe in me, that they all may be ane, as th 
Faber, art in me and J in HheeT hat the . auorld may — 
hat thin baſt ſent me The Lord haſten the time ! The 
Lord: enable ut, thus to love one another, not only in 
word and in N dee a3 Sees Dr Chriſt 
1999 loved 3 5 rer 
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